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WITHIN THE COUNTY OF * WORCESTER, 1 
AN D TO THE SERIOUS CHRISTIANS, 


or EVERY DENOMINATION, 


WHO ARE CONCERNED FOR THE 


SUPPORT AND INFLUENCE OF EVANGELIC TRUTH, | 


AND THE BEST INTERESTS OF MANKIND, 
THE roLLowmo | 
DI 8 C OU R S E. 
SINCERELY 1 INTENDED TO PROMOTE PURITY AND PE ACE, 
18 nN x AND AFFECTIONATELY 
INSCRIBED BY 
THE AUTHOR. 


ANGEL-STREET, 


BY 


13 


PREFACE. 


Tur following Diſcourſe was preached on a public 


occaſion, entirely without notes; and by the urgent de- 


ſire of thoſe Who heard it, I promiſed, as far as poſſible, 
to recollect and publiſh it, This would have been done 
ſooner, but a ſevere indiſpoſition, and ſeveral important 
_ engagements ſince, both at home and abroad, will make 
my apology. As to the general ſentiments and deſign 


of the Sermon, I muſt here obſerve, that they appear to 


me of the greateſt moment; and I deſire them to be ex- 


amined with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs. But as to the com- 
Poſition and enlargement, I muſt crave the indulgence of 
my Brethrenand Friends whoattended the Mecting ſince; 
though I have ſcrupulouſly adhered to the original plan, 


and even endeavoured to give the very language firſt 


uſed, yet! cannot be certain but ſome things may be found 
added, and other things omitted. However, even theſe 
little alterations, and the notes ſubjoined, may not prove 


either diſagreeable or uſeleſs: and if amidſt many ardu- 


ous labors as a Miniſter and Tutor, this freſh attempt to 


ſtreagthen and unite my Fellow Chriſtians, ſhall meet 
with their candid approbation, and the divine bleſſing, 


all my expectations will be abundantly anſwered, and 


Hs alone ſhall have the glory, „ whoſe I am, and whom 


len.“ 
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iv. PREFACE: 


The immediate object of our Meeting at Kipper- 


MINSTER, was to determine upon ſome plan for a more 
orderly and REL1G10us ASSOCIATION of Miniſters and 
Churches, profeſſedly united in principle. I am happy 


that my poor exertions for mutual enjoyment and uſeful- 


nels, in this reſpect, met with ſuch a cordial reception; 


and I cannot better explain the whole buſineſs, or intro- 


duce my addreſs to the Public more reſpectably, than by | 


tranſcribing into this Preface, the Minutes then drawn up. 
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KI DbDPRMINSTER, Dec. 11, 1793. 
AT A MEETING OF MINISTERS, 
HELD HERE THIS DAY, _ 
| LPRESENT: 
The Rev. Mr. Hunt, of Stourbridge; 
Mr. DawsoN, of Evetham ; 
Mr. OsBoRN, of Worceſter ; 
Mr. RoGters, of Bromſgrove; 
Mr. SmiTH, of Perſhore; 
Mr. BaRRETT, of Kidderminſter; 
Mr. Lewis, of Worceſter, 
The following Res01UT IONS were unanmouſly agreed to, after 
folemn Prayer for the Divine Direction and Favor ;— © 
Rev. J. BARRETT, Moderator, 


1. That we, the above-named Miniſters, do from this 


time form ourſelves into an Aſſociation, for the ſupport __ 


of Evangelic Truth, and the revival of Practical Godli- 


neſs, both in ourſelves and others. 
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PREFACE. v. 


II. That this Aﬀociation be compoſed only of Miniſters 
and congregationa! Churches in the County of Worceſter, 


who profeſs Calviniſtic Sentiments, and admit of Free 


Communion. 


TH. That no Miniſter, or Church, be admitted into 


this Aſſociation, without the unanimous conſent of all the 


Members, after having been propoſed at a previous 


Meeting. 


IV. That an Annual Meeting be held every Mid- 
ſummer (as appointed), when the ſtate of our reſpective | 
churches ſhall be repreſented,—a Circular Letter, drawn | 
up and addreſſed to them, be printed, and three ſubſe⸗ 


quent Meetings for the reſt of the year be fixed upon. 


V. That at the above Meeting we aſſemble on tlie 


Tueiday Evening, and next morning at the Veſtry, for 


the purpoſes of Prayer, and arranging the various buſineſs. 


VI. That the perſons who are to engage in prayer and 


preaching, ſhall be appointed, if poſſible, the quarter 


before, by the Miniſter at whole place the Meeting 1s | 


to be held, who is alſo to act as moderator. 


VII. That the expences of conducting this Aſſociation, 


be defrayed by Voluntary Subſcriptions, from our reſpec- 


tive churches or others, to be committed into the hands of 


a Treaſurer, at every Annual Meeting. 


— m —————— ins L 


vi. : PREFACE, 


VIII. That Mr. JonN Warsox, of Kidderminſter, 


be requeſted to act as our Treaſurer ; and to receive any 


contribution that may be kindly offered for the © encourage- 


ment of this Aſſociation. 


IX. That we do fincerely concur, with our Brethren 
in various places, in the propriety of obſerving a Monthly 
N Meeting . Prayer, at Sever o'Clock, viz. on the F irſt i 
Monday of every Calendar Month ;—for the revival of 
true religion 1 in our own country, and for the ſpread of 
the Goſpel] through every land. 

K. That Mr. OsBoRN be requeſted to print and publif} 
the Sermon this day delivered, at the expence of the 
Aſſociation ; and that the next Meeting be held at 
Stourbridge, on the Firſt e (i. e. the 5th) of. 


March, enſuing. 


N. B. Mr. BARRETT and Mr. Laws are to preach. 
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ASSOCIATION SERMON. 


— — — OR 


PHIL. i. 27. 


THAT YE STAND FAST IN ONE SPIRIT, WITH ONE MIND | 


STRIVING TOGETIZER FOR THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL. 


Wurz ſo many: are anxious to blow 
the trumpet of diſcord and of error, to mag- 
nify public fears and calamities, and to 
widen rather than heal our unhappy breaches, 


am directed to recommend to your moſt 


ſerious attention, at this time, the infinitely 


ſuperior concerns of Chriſtian truth, love, 
and zeal. Feeling my own mind deeply 
impreſſed with the importance of immediate 


union and exertion, to revive and promote 
evangelical religion; and being called to this 
lotemn work by the voice of my reſpected 
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| Brethren and Friends, I am encouraged to 
hope, that ye will receive the word of ex- 


hortation with candor and affection; and 
in your various places endeavour to afford 
every poſſible aſſiſtance, to our future aſſo- 
ciations, while we ſimply intend the glory 


of God, and the good of fouls. —For this 
purpoſe I have ſelected the words of St. Paul 
to the Church at Philippi; and they ſeem 


very ſuitable to direct and rouſe our too lan- 


guid efforts in religion, as well as to preſent 


a beautiful view of Primitive Chriſtianity. 
The Apoſtle's defign in this epiſtle, ex- 
actly correſponds with the intention of our 


aſſociating; and expreſſes what always ſhould. 
be the deſign and endeavour of evangelic 
miniſtrations. It was written to the Philip- 
185 ſays Dr. Doddridge, To check a 
party ſpirit that appears to have broke 


e out among them, and to promote, on the 


«© contrary, an entire union and harmony of 
_« affection; to guard them againſt being ſe- 
duced from the purity of the Chriftion 


Ti faith, by Judaizing teachers; to ſupport 


* Vide his general re to this epille,! in the att. 
volume of the Family Expoſitor, | 
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« them under the trials with which they 


„ ſtruggled; and, above all, to inſpire them 


« with a concern to adorn their profeſſion, 


« by the moſt eminent attainments in the 
„ divine life.“ How excellent and ſuitable 
was this advice to the infant church of Chriſt, 
weak, and perſecuted, and endangered as it 


then was! To my brethren, how equally 


good and important for us in our preſent 


_ circumſtances! Are not our churches too 


generally infected with the unhallowed ſpirit 


of party, political or religious? Are not our 


exertions for comfort and uſefulneſs narrowed 


or broken, through the want of union and 

| benevolence? And what unwearied pains are 
taken, in private and public, from the pul- 
pit and the preſs, to diſcard the ſaving truths 
of the glorious Goſpel, and ſeduce the young, 


the unthinking, and unſteady, from the ſim- 
plicity that is in Chriſt, to the deluſive opi- 


nions of pretended philoſophy—the cold and 
ineffectual ſyſtem of an aſſumed rational reli- 
gion, and the proud and faithleſs boaſt of 4 


ſ purious e 


: 
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Such are the trials, combined with the 
more public evils of war, and deſerved 
judgments, which now afflict our country, and 
our reſpective ſocieties. Much do the tender- 
hearted and the timid need the conſolations of 
the divine word and grace; and much do all 
the profeſſors of genuine Chriſtianity need to 
be warned againſt a criminal conformity to 
the world ; to be routed from ſupineneſs and 85 
indifference in the things of God, and to be 
animated with purer zeal for the doctrine 
and ſervice of our Divine Redeemer. 

With theſe views let me recommend to 
your ſerious attention the text firſt men- 
tioned, —* That ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, 
« with one mind ſtriving together for the 
6 faith of the Goſpel.” 'Fhe connection of 
theſe words is remarkably inſtructive. St. 
Paul eſteemed it matter of thankfulneſs and 
joy, that the Philippians had received the 
Goſpel by his miniſtry. But his concern 
for their ſpiritual growth and improvement, 
was conſtant and ſincere; and, therefore, in 
his abſence he exhorts them to a progreſs i in 
holineſs and love, agreeable to their privi- : 


leges and hopes. Only,” ſays he, let 
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ESE 
« your converſation,” *—your citizenſhip, 
your temper and deportment,—** be as it 


e becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt.” This con- 


fers true ſpiritual freedom and honor, and this 


directs to the nobleſt perfection of character: 


„That whether I come and ſee you, or elle 
« be abſent, I may hear of your affairs,” — 
that I may ſhare in all your conflicts, and in 
all your enjoyments, being aſſured « that ye 
*« ſtand faſt,” &c. ok 
Our text, thus introduced, is full of moſt 
pertinent meaning: — that ye, whether mi- 
niſters or people, ye Who profeſs allegiance 
to Chriſt, and the expectation of partaking 


in his future kingdom of glory, — that ye 


ſtand ſaſi, as pilots at the helm, ſkilful and 


| * The 3 oA Teusche ſignifies, moſt literally, to behave 5 


as denizens (or freemen) of ſome city or corporation; and 


Dr. Scott would render the term, “ Citizen it as becomes 


the Goſpel.”—Vide Doddridge in loco. Certainly to con- 


verſe or diſcourſe together like Chriſtians, is the loweſt 


idea in the text, though a uſeful and neceſſary admonition : 


but to live and act as freemen and heirs of Heaven, this 


indeed is the nobleſt motive — the ſublimeſt deſignation! 


And this is urged again, 11, 20. For our converſation, i. c. 


/ 5 12 . . ; 

,t Our Citizenſhip is in Heaven, from whence 
we look for the Saviour, &c, * Noſtra autem Civitas eſt in 
cœlis, &c, lays Beza, 


L141 
ſteady, obſervant of your infallible guide, 
and faithful to your important truſt: or as 
centinels upon a poſt of honor and difficulty ; 
ſtand faſt, true to your engagements, honeſt 
to your charge, and devoted to your great 
captain's orders. In one ſpirit, x ſharing the 
fame gracious influence, enlightened with 
the ſame truth, and equally directed in your 

reaſon and judgment to one great and bleſſed 
object. With one mind, i. e. with one con. 
ſent of will, and the ſame tendency of affec- 
tion and deſire; flriving together, like wreſt- 
Jers in the combat for a glorious prize, or 
fellow ſoldiers contending earneſtly for vic- 
tory that ye Chriſtians, with equal, with 
=_ nobler ardor ſtrive together for the faith of 
e, Goſpel not for an carthly inferior good, 
but for what is ſpiritual and immortal; for 
| the confirmation of your own belief, and 
| truſt, and hope; for the illumination and 
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N | Here ad mentium atque judiciorum conſenſum, Yuyn 


il | | vero ad voluntatum conſpirationem referatur. Cæterum 
Wl verbo awadaiw ineſt argumentum ab eventu utili ;—viz, à 
1 præmio quod athletis dari ſolet, ſi fortiter pugnaverint; nam 
| verbum ab a nomine a dedukturn eſt, quod prœmium | 
|. kgnificat, Ke. | 


Vide Piſcator in loco. 
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! 
converſion of the world around you; and for 
diſplaying and promoting the glory of God 


our Saviour. This I apprehend to be ſome- 
thing of the import of my text: critical hear- 
ers will obſerve peculiar ſtrength and beauty 
in the original; but to enter more fully into 


our ſubject this day, I propoſe with divine 


help to diſcourſe from hence, of the prin- 


ciple, of the object, and of the means for 


evangelic aſſociation and exertion, 


I. The great principle of all religion, and 
the very ſoul of Chriſtian zeal and union, is 


here expreſſed; wiz. ſteadfaſtneſs in one 


ſpirit and one mind. | Now it ſeems highly 
important to aſſert and maintain this ground- 
work of our comfort, and bond of exertion, 


in oppoſition equally to the prevailing 
” notions of frigid and erroneous ſcepticiſm, 
which denies ſuch ſpiritual participation and 
© fellowſhip; and to the flights of unreaſonable 
and preſumptuous enthuſiaſm, which arro- 
gates to itſelf the impulſe of Divinity, to 


ſanction its extravagancies, and palliate licen- 


tiouſneſs. We know, and believe, and 1 
truſt feel, that every thing in the religion 
of Jeſus, is infinitely reaſonable in itſelf, 


4 
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E 19-1 
promotive of univerſal order, and thus con- 
ducive to the glory of God, in the holineſs 
and happineſs of man. But we alſo know, 
and believe, and confeſs, that this religion in 
its experience and power, is not ſelf- derived, 
or the reſult of mere ſpeculation, or the crea- 
ture of external motives: no—but the ſpe- 
cial gift and gracious operation of God. 
Therefore I am led to obſerve, in order to 
methodize our ſubject, _ 
4; hls ſuppoſes a divine influence: —for to 
ſtand faſt, our ſouls muſt firſt be wrought 
upon, by that one Spirit, who is the true and 
only ſource of wiſdom, grace, and love. 
Thus the Apoſtle deſcribes the Philippians 
as „Saints in Chriſt Jeſus, in whom God 
had begun a good work, which he was 
«* confident he would carry on and finiſh, 
as they were partakers of the ſame grace 
with himſelf,” vi. 6, 7. And it is worthy 
our notice, that the ſame Apoſtle aſcribes all 
miniſterial zeal and ability, to the ſovereign 
operation of the Divine Spirit: “ For,” ſays 
he, {3 Cor. iv. 5, 6.) „we preach not our- 
*« ſelves, but Chriſt Jefus the Lord; and our- 
« ſelyes your ſervants for Jeſus? ſake: be- 
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** cauſe God who commanded the light to 
« ſhine out of the darkneſs, hath ſhined into 


„our hearts, &c.” And the Apoſtle further 
ſpeaking of the ground and reaſon for mu- 
tual love, and united efforts in the faith and 


| ſervice of the Goſpel, expreſsly declares that 
all believers ** Drink into one and the ſame 
A ſpirit; and that all are changed into the 
« ſame image, from glory to glory, even as 
by the ſpirit of the Lord.” —2 Cor. iii. 18. 

Here then I am inſtructed, that the doc- 
trine of divine influence, is the doctrine of 


the bible: — that it is not the cant of fanatics, 


or the trick of prieſts, but the ſober dictate 


of inſpired and recorded truth. I am alſo 


inſtructed, that this gracious influence is 
eſſential to every individual Chriſtian to 
every miniſter—and to every regular church - 
Thus quickened, our native darkneſs, error, 
and carnality ſhall be ſubdued; we ſhall be 
led to renounce our own imaginary righteouſ- 
neſs, our intellectual accompliſhments, and 
our boaſted moral ability: — while our 


* I take this occaſion to guard my hearers and readers 


againſt what I conceive a very deſtructive, ſpreading error; 
| | | C | the 


E 
hearts purified from inferior motives, and 
our ſouls animated by the love of God, and 
the energy of his grace, we ſhall be enabled 
ſimply to embrace his promiſed aſſiſtance; 


the pretence of morality without religion, and that fanciful 
benevolence, or goodneſs of heart, with which unbelievers 
and liberties compliment themſelves and each other,— 
To exhiþit inſtances of the glaring abſurdity and miſchief 
of ſuch faſhionable ſentiments, let me fix your attention 
upon the great patrons and examples of modern ſcepticiſm, 
| the celebrated Voltaire and Rouſſeau. The former of theſe 
| | died as he lived; unſubdued by the faith of the Goſpel, fil- 
| | | led with ſelf-conceit, and yet trembling at the proſpect of fu- 
ture judgment and deſtruftion !—*1 will give you,” ſaid he 
1 I to his phyſician, the half of my fortune if you ſave my 
i | life, even for ſix months; if not I ſhall go to the Devil 
and you along with me.” —The latter, Rouſſeau, lived, and 
wrote, and died as full of vanity, corruption, and arrogance ; 
but if poſſible more awfully deluded, and malignant in his 
oppoſition to God, For, be it remarked, this man cohabited 


with an ignorant woman, whom he would not marry : by 
her he had five children, whom, though againſt the cries 
and tears of their mother, he ſent to the public foundling 


hoſpital at Paris, as ſoon as born; and ſaw them no more! Be- 
ſides this, his prodigality and intrigues were notorious : yet 
this unnatural and licentious man declares boldly, that he 
furrendered his foul as pure as he received it, and demanded 


life and glory as his right from the Creator! Now is it not 
ftrange that of ſuch a proud, depraved infidel, we ſhould 
read in a "oy W pen, „That, upon the 

: whole 
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to go forth“ ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 


« power of his might;” and to ſtand faſt 


in the faith, the liberty, and the hope of the 


goſpel.—But, is it not natural, that where 


the divine influence is unſought and rejected, 


men ſhould be left to their own deluſions !— 
that error and vanity ſhould prevail among 


profeſſors, and diſcord and formality | con- 
ſume their ſocieties ?. 


2. ft enlightened judgment, reſpecting 


the truth and doctrines of Chriſtianity, is 
the certain conſequence of this divine influ- 
ence, and perhaps the exact meaning of the 
text: the word ſpirit, as deſcriptive of man, 


intending his rational or intellectual facul- 


whole, he appears, with all his imperfections, a good and 
amiable man, his heart glowing with ſincere benevolence and 


love of virtue!” Surely ſuch cannot be the eſtimates of 
ſober reaſon and truth; and I rather conclude with the ex- 


cellent Mr. Fletcher, that © Rouſſeau died as full of him. 


ſelf, as Voltaire was of the wicked one.” Theſe were ſome 


of his laſt words :—* It is God that calls me. How pleaſing 
is death to a man not conſcious of any fin.—-O God! my 


foul is now as pure as when it firſt came from thy hands ;— 


crown it with thy heavenly bliſs!” From ſelf and Satan, 
the internal and external fiend, good Lord deliver us! 
Vide Monthly Review for 1790, Vol. II. p. 564—571. 
And Fletcher's ahmen Letters, p. 4 —205._ 
C 2 
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ties, which are certainly the proper and firſt 
ſubject of divine operation. Now as in a 


| ſtate of nature and ſin,. . F he underſtanding 


18 en through the i ignorance that is 


in us;” ſo, on the contrary, in a ſtate 
i of grace, The eyes of our underſtanding 


*« are illuminated;” and then only do we 


perceive or reliſh the beauty, excellence, and 

power of the truth as it is in Jeſus. Thus 
it does not appear ſufficient for our enjoy- 
ment of ſalvation, by Chriſt, that the moſt 


glorious things are revealed and aſſerted con- 
cerning him; but it is abſolutely neceſſary, 


that our minds be rectified and ſuitably diſ- 


poſed to believe and receive him :—as the 
ſweeteſt harmony of ſounds cannot delight 


the deaf; nor the lovelieſt ſcenes of nature 


afford pleaſure to the blind Neither! is this 


all, for, 


* This heavenly inſtruction is directly promiſed, Iſaiah liv. 


13. and our bleſſed Lard repeats and confirms it, John vi. 
45. after declaring that No man can come to him except 


the Father draw him ;” i. e. not merely enlighten, but con- 
vince and allure: therefore as he adds © Every man that 
hath heard and learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” :- 
Thus © His people are made willing in the day of his power, 


in the beauty of holineſs,” Pſalm cx. g. 
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3. The heart alſo muſt be warmed, by the 
ſame ſacred energy operating thus through 
the faculties of the mind. And here I ſhould 
obſerve the beautiful diſtinction of the 
Apoſtle, between the az and the dn, tranſ- 


lated Spirit and mind; but more correctly 


expreſſing the intellect and the will, as is ju- 


diciouſly remarked by the learned critic, 


quoted in a note above. And thus it ap- 


pears, that when the Spirit of God acts upon 
the ſoul, and diſcovers the bleſſed doctrines 
of the Goſpel, in their worth and impor- 


tance to the underſtanding, then the will is 


| bowed to the obedience of the truth, the 
heart is impreſſed with the love of Chriſt, and 
all the affections are engaged. Such is the 
happy mean of ſpiritual comfort, and ſuch the 
Powerful motive to zeal and obedience; for 
the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, while we 


thus judge,” &c. But if miniſters or people 


do not thus judge, that men are helpleſs 


* This diſtinction is ſtrongly marked in 1 Theſſ. v. 23. 
„ I pray God your whole Spirit and Soul, and Body, be pre- 
ſerved blameleſs.”—See Chandler's Notes on this paſſage, 


and alſo the Author's quoted in Maſon on Self-knowledge. 
| + See the whole of this charming paſſage, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
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Gnners, that Chriſt died to redeem them by 


his blood, and that all who are thus redeem- 


ed muſt live to his glory in true holineſs :— 


I fay if men do not thus judge according to 


Divine teaching, is it any wonder that they 


remain under the bondage of legal i ignorance | 
and fears, perplexed, diſconſolate, and un- 
fruitful? And is it any greater wonder, that 


where ſuch evangelic ſentiments are exploded, 
and ſuch affectionate experience is derided, 


miniſters ſhould become dull and lifeleſs, ; 
and their hearers indifferent and unprofitable? : 


4. Steadingſs then under ſuch a bleſſed | 


Influence, in the vital apprehenſion of heaven- 


ly truth, and the cordial ſubmiſſion of the 


heart and life to its dictates ; this is the great 


matter of the Apoſtle's exhortation, and of 


his earneſt wiſh for the Philippian converts.“ 


It is nota tranſient impulſe upon the paſſions, 


*The ſame exhortation is repeatedly given; ſee eſpecially 


Cor. xvi. 13. Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you 


© like men, be ſtrong: — the ſpirit of which words 1 is hap- 


pily transferred into the following lines: 


_ & Soldiers of Chriſt ariſe, and put your armour on, 
" rang in the ſtrength which God ſupplies, e 
his eternal Son. 
bs Strong i in the Lord of Hoſts, and in his mighty pow'r, 
« Who in the ſtrength of Jeſus truſts, is more than con- 
queror.“ PI „ 
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1 
nor a mere profeſſion of goſpel principles, 
that he defires and urges; but one fixed 
uniform, and active maintenance of faith, 
love, and obedience. That ye ſtand faſt, as 
I hinted in the paraphraſe, like pilots, or 


like ſoldiers; not ſhaken either in opinion or 


in conduct, by ſurrounding temptations of 


faſhion or of folly ; but intimately united to 


your great head, 'and animated by one foul 
of charity and hope; that ye reſiſt all cor- 
rupt oppoſition from the world, and remain 


to the end ſtrong and faithful. 


Having thus endeavoured to eſtabliſh the 
principle both of perſonal and ſocial religion, 
| proceed to confider, 

II. The grand object of Chriſtian a, 
the ground, and rule, and end of ant : 
comfort and exertion, is the faith of the 
Gofpel.—We are exhorted to ſtrive together 
for this purpoſe, that Goſpel truth might be 
maintained in its ſimplicity; and goſpel 
holineſs in all its beauty. is to this ob- 
ject that I would now particularly claim 
your regard, as the common foundation of 


our hopes, the ſubject of our miniſtry, and 


the true attractive centre of cvangelic union. 


1 
Io deſeribe this faith of the Goſpel, how 
me to obſerve, that it is not a worldly thing ; 
its origin, and nature, and tendency, arc 
greatly ſuperior to all preſent ſecular con- 
cerns; it does not interfere with our civil 
rights or circumſtances ; but it is a ſpiritual 
concern between God and our fouls, upon 
which Eternity depends. 
Neither is this Faith the little intereſt of 
a party. It is in dignity and worth highly 
exalted above all the meaner views, the tur- 
| bulent paſſions, and unavailing competitions 
of mankind. With equal majeſty and bene- 
: volence, it impoſes a holy reſtraint upon the 
| rage of bigotry, perſecution, and violence: 
and breathes nothing but peace upon earth, 
and good-will towards men.” Like the ſun 
In the firmament of Heaven, the Faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt illuminates the whole church of 
God]; and while it ſupremely attracts our 
ſouls to himſelf, it alſo directs and quickens 
our reſpective ſpheres of duty in the world ; 
and maintains the ſubordinate attraction of 
love one to another. 1 | 
1 muſt alſo remark, that in 3 called 
to maintain the faith of the goſpel, we have 


E | 
nothing to do with the decrees of councils, 
the formularies of ſuperſtition, or the ſyſtems 
of fathers. Creeds and forms of men's in- 
vention, may be right, or may be wrong ;* 
; but whatever they be, we dare not put them 
1 upon a level with divine revelation; much 
leſs dare we obtrude them upon conſcience, 
and fence them round with damnatory ſen- 
tences, or worldly emoluments. To the 
law and to the teſtimony; if they ſpeak 
not according to this rule, there 1 is no light 


„ 
Once more, be it remembered, that we 
are not to ſubſtitute the conceits of philo- 
I am happy in this place to declare, for myſelf and my 
aſlociated brethren, that the doctrinal articles of the Church 
of England, are in our apprehenſion agreeable to the faith 
of the Goſpel; and I believe it will be found upon en- 
quiry, that the truths contained in them, are no where more 
plainly or ſucceſsfuly maintained, than in Diſſenting 
Churches and Chapels. The number of Socinian Rationaliſts 
is very few compared with the great body of Calviniſtic 
Diſſenters: yet ſome of thoſe being forward prominent 
figures in the piece, throw us into the back ground ſhade 
and thus we are either totally overlooked, as of no conſe- 
quence; or elle to ſerve a turn, confounded and abuſed 
with bolder and more reſtleſs Brethren! But it is a very 
little thing to be judged of thus by men; while we know 
aſſuredly, that he who judgeth us is the Lord,” 
| B | 


ſophy for the doctrine of Chriſt; nor to min- 

gle the fanciful notions of modern ſcepti- 
ciſm, with ** the faith once delivered to the 
e Neither can we, without injuring 
the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, inculcate the 
unprincipled morality of mere heatheniſm, 
as the whole of religion; no more than we 
ſhould recommend, as the ground of hope, 
opinions, however orthodox, without vital 
godlineſs, and the fruits of holy obedience. 
No! Brethren, © The world by wiſdom 
« knew not God; ” and all the additions f 


human ſcience, or the alterations of human 


pride, reſpecting Goſpel faith, are but like the 
tawdry trappings, or taſteleſs painting of a 
ſtatue; in itſelf full of ſymmetry, expreſſion, 
and beauty: they only mar, or maim an 
excellence, infinitely, ſuperior, as well to 
the vulgar comprehenſion, as to the feeble 
efforts of mankind. 
More particularly to aſſiſt our enquiry and 
our recollection, we ſhall briefly conſider 
the Faith of the Goſpel in three diſtinct 
points of view ; (viz.) as the matter of reve- 
lation, of comfort, and of uſefulneſs. 
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9 
1. The faith of the Goſpel is a hem of 
divine truth, revealed and atteſted by God:. 


it is made up of doctrine, of precept, and of 


promiſe; it is Goſpel, as containing good 


news, and bringing glad tidings to ſinful 


men; and it is ſtyled the faith, in this and 


| other places, as claiming the credit, and 


conſent, and confidence of our ſouls. Thus 
St. Paul terms it, The glorious Goſpel of 
the bleſſed God: — and St. Jude, The 
Faith once delivered to the Saints.““ Five 
I 1 Tim. i LE Y0/ We y  c 

Now by conſulting theſe, and various 
other paſſages, we ſhall find, that the grand 
import of this Goſpel, as the matter of our 
Faith, is Salvation. Not mere intellectual 
light, nor perfect example, nor unoperative 
rules of moral conduct; but a moſt bleſſed 
and ſuitable proviſion diſcovered in Chriſt 


© Jeſus, for the ſupply of all our ſpiritual 
wants, and for the beſtowment of pardon, 
grace, and everlaſting happineſs. Herein 
; we have revealed the original determination 


* Quz fides ita ſemel tradita eſt, ut poſtea nunquam fit 


35 immutanda: itaque pro viribus tueamini eam, ſana leilicet 
I | duEtrina, and vitæ exemplis. 


BEZzA. 
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of ſovereign wiſdom and love, for the re- 
demption of ſinners. To accompliſh this 
great end, Chriſt is held forth as the me- 
diator and ſurety, the ſacrifice and righteouſ- 
neſs of his people. We are inſtructed that, 
for this purpoſe, the Son of God, eſſentially 
divine and perfect, aſſumed our human 


nature; and in this form lived, and died, 


and rofe, the friend and Saviour al helpleſs, 
guilty creatures! 
By the Faith of the Goſpel we are inſtruct- 
ed, under the authority of God, in the utter 
apoſtacy and miſery of man as a ſinner; and 
we are directed to the atonement of Chriſt 
as the only medium of reconciliation tlie 
price and mean of pardon, peace, and hap- 
pineſs. Divine truth alſo teaches the ne- 
ceſſity of regeneration by the Spirit of 
ag in order to receive and enjoy the bleſſ- 
ing, or bring forth the fruits of the Goſpel. 
; And in the aſſured proſpect of final reſurrec- 
tion and judgment, we are warned, that, 
Without holineſs, no man ſhall ſee the 
« Lord;” or enjoy his glorious preſence. 
Theſe, my Chriſtian Brethren, are, in 
my ſerious apprehenſion, the main articles 


19 
of our Faith. They are not corruptions ;— 
they are not additions they are not imma- 
terial points: they ſeem to me, and I am 
perſuaded to my Brother Miniſters preſent, 
to conſtitute the very eflence of evangelic 
faith. And you will allow me to remark. - 1 
here, with reſpect to the nature of revealed 1 
truth, it is equally dvine, fixed, ſufficient and | | 
_ perpetually binding. Being a direct emana- 
tion from the great Father of Lights, it 
eminently partakes of his perfection, and 
muſt therefore be always the ſame. Human 
ſcience and philoſophy are neceſſarily pro- 
greſſive. Arts, manufacture, and civil policy, 
advance by continued efforts and experiments 
to increaſing excellence. And the range of 
mental improvement, and the condition of 
mankind (as members of civilized ſociety) 
expand and meliorate | through. ſucceſſive 
gradations.“ 


3 Philſophy, and Truth divine, |; 4 
% With rays unmixt, diſtinctly ſhine; | 1 
Nat from a ſmall and muddy ſource, 1 
« Swells, and refines thro” all her courſe; 
Luis from th” eternal fount of light, _ | | 
& Unchanging flows divinely bright: | - i 
& And, like the lucid ſpring of day, 7 
% Emits a pure inceſſant ray,” 
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But it is not ſo with the faith once deli- 
vered to the Saints. In this diſpenſation, 
* the work of God is perfe&t;” and fpritual 
good, thus derived, is the ſame yeſterday, 
to- day, and for ever.” Our poſterity will 
doubtleſs regard preſent attainments in ſci- 
ence, as the infant labours of the human 
mind; and our proudeſt boaſters of philoſo- 
phic eminence will, to future Boyles and 
Newtons, appear but as babes and children 
in natural knowledge. But as to the effects 
and advantages of evangelic faith, they were 
as great and good in the apoſtolic, or reform 
ing age, as now: and Paul or John Lati- 
mer or Owen Edwards or Howard, (tho? 
eminently primitive in religious ſentiment) 
will ſcarcely be out-done in holineſs, bene- 
volence, or zeal for God and his glory, by 
any modernized profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 


® See a very deſerved teſtimony to this Chriſtian philan- 
thropiſt in * Fuller's Compariſon of the Socinian and Cel- 
viniſtic Syſtems,” page 143: a book which I beg leave to 
recommend zs full of found reaſoning; written in the true 
. of evangelic candor, and admirably calculated to 
eſtabliſn pure and N religion, both in princ! oo and 

| 58 
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2. The faith of the Goſpel may alſo be 


conſidered as the matter of perſonal beligf the 


ground of comfort and of hope. This is . 


what we underſtand by that faith which is 
the operation and gift of God—a new dif- 


cernment of truth—a cordial reception of it 


into the heart, and an entire dependence upon 


| it for guidance, ſupport, and enjoyment. 
For by Grace we are ſaved, thro' Faith.“ 
I. e. (as I underſtand it) a believing capacity, 
t _ conferred by a divine influence, enabling 
the ſoul inſtrumentally to apprehend the free 


favour and love of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


This vital principle of all religion regards 
the word of truth as its object; and while 


it cheerfully embraces the declarations of 


the Goſpel, builds on them the ſuperſtruc- | 


ture of devotion, purity, and love. 


| By Faith we receive Chriſt as our oreat 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King: by Faith we 


feel the influence of his pardoning blood, and 


the rich conſolations of his Spirit: by Faith 
| we are aſſured of the unfailing ability of our 
Lord to protect and ſave us, in every trying 
danger. By the ſame Faith we are intimately 
| united to him and to each other, in mutual 
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EO 
fellowſhip; and by this ſanctifying Grace, 


we realize and anticipate future immortality, 


boundleſs perfection, and everlaſting glory.“ 


Thus influenced and bleſſed, the Apoſtles 


and Martyrs, and all the faithful followers of 


Jeſus, lived greatly ſuperior to the world ;— 


_ eminently patient, righteous, and uſeful in 


their ſtations: and thus they triumphed over 


g error, perſecution, and death itſelf. 


- Brethren, is not this an object worthy of 
our prayer, our cultivation, our united zeal? 
Have we not all immortal, finful ſouls to 


be faved or loſt for ever? And is there 
any other method of redemption for us, 
than Faith in the full and complete work of 
our Lord Jeſus ( Chriſt? Other foundation 
can no man lay.” This alone breaks the 

power of guilt, and fin, and the world, and 
ſelf: this alone reſtores and unites the wan- 
dering heart to God; this adminiſters light 
in darkneſs ,—ſtrength i in temptation, —com- 


fort in every ſorrow, and a hope full of im- 


"EY For this is the victory that 


® Thus the Apoſtle to the 1 Lancs this grace, 


ch. xi. 1. Now Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped 


6 for, the evidence of things not ſeem,” 
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« gyercometh the world, even our Faith.“ 


Let us, therefore, determine to know nothing 
but Chriſt, and him crucified ; and reſt 
confident that he 1s able to ave, even to 
the uttermoſt. 


Shou'd all the forms that men deviſe, 
Aſſault my faith with treach'rous art; 
1'd call them vanity and lies, 
And bind the Goſpel to my heart, —WarTs, 


9 We may farther conſider our main ob- 
ject— the Faith of the Goſpel with reſpect 


to its general uſefulneſs, as it involves the beſt 


intereſts of mankind, and is the only grand 


| and effectual mean of promoting univerſal 
happineſs. To enlighten the ignorant 


to reform the profligate to comfort the 
mourning—to baniſh diſcord and enmity— 
to extend the influence of holineſs and love: 

. * Send them an Enthauſiaſt, was the reply of a political 
divine to a nobleman who aſked how he could reform the 


e profligate people of Carne, Honeſt confeſſion! Noble 
* teſtimony !—What is the reproach and reviling of the 


„world, if (by preaching the Goſpel faithſully) we are : 


made uſeful in bringing periſhing ſinners to Repentance 
” Salvation.” 


See an b Sermon of the Rev. Wut. Jan on the e 
ence of Truth relative to Miniſterial Uſefulneſs, 
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— theſe are indeed great and worthy deſigns; 1 
theſe are, I truſt, our prevailing objects, as 


Miniſters and Profeſſors of Chriſt; and theſe 
I now recommend, as the ſpecial, avowed, 
and only purpoſe of our Aſſociation. I am 

very free to confeſs, that our zeal in paſt 
times, has bore no proportion to the 


magnitude of theſe concerns. We have, 
indeed, united, with others, for the re- 


moval of political grievances ; and in this 
_ cauſe we have witneſſed great exertions of 
eloquence, of learning, and of liberality. 


But may we not infer, from the repeated 


defeats of ſuch endeavours, that we are thus 
corrected for the neglect of infinitely greater 
things, and for the unnatural mixture of 
civil contentions with religious intereſts? 


As Chriſtians, we have one common rule 
and end of conduct with our countrymen 


and fellow-proteſtants: and to propagate the 
faith of the Goſpel is, and ſhould be, our 
general and united concern. But if through | 
miſapprehenſion of our views, as Diſſenters; 
orthrough the remaining ſpirit of perſecution, 
others will not accord with us, but rather 
chuſe to load us with obloquy, and cramp 


E 
our exertions by injurious diſtinctions, —let 
us, in the name of Chriſt, and actuated by 
his pure and peaceful ſpirit, ſhew that our 

ſupreme and ſole object is the glory of God, 
and the ſteady avowal, and zealous ſpread 
of Goſpel Truth, and obedience. 
After thus attempting to eſtabliſh the 
Principle, and to illuſtrate the Object of our 
intended union and exertion, I advance to 
the particular buſineſs now before us, (vix.) 


III. To conſider the means by which we 


are exhorted and encouraged to ſeek eſtabliſh- 
ment and ſucceſs. Our text admoniſhes pro- 

feſſed Chriſtians to ſtrive together (i. e. to 
wreſtle with united zeal) for the Faith of the 


| Goſpel: and adopting the ſame image, St. 
| Jude exhorts us to contend carneſtly (i. e. to 

agonize as combatants in the antient games) 
for the Faith once delivered to the Saints. 


But here let it ever be remembered, that as 


the deſign and end are ſpiritual, peaceful, 


and benevolent, ſo muſt all the ſubordinate _ 
means be: and the only ſtrife warranted by 
the religion of Jeſus, is the united efforts of 


reaſon and love, 
E 2 
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' T conceive is implied, and what is recom- 


to me eſſentially neceſſary; for without this 


conſequently no ſtrength, no beauty, no de- 
light, no ſucceſs in our endeavours. As 


our hearts ſet upon the ſame glorious prize 


1 


Here then allow me plainly to ſtate what 


mended in thus ſtriving together. 
1. Harmony in evangelic ſentiment appears 


there can be no true union in affection, and 


racers in the Chriſtian courſe we muſt have 


ſet before us in the Goſpel. To win 
« Chriſt, and be found in him,” muſt be 
our one great aim for ourſelves; and to re- 
commend him for wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
and falvation, to a ſinful, periſhing world ; 
this muſt be our ſimple, ſteady endeavour, 
in „every work of faith, and labour of love.“ 
While, therefore, we reſpect the rights of 
conſcience, and avoid preſcribing all un- 
ſcriptural terms of communion, either in our 
ſeparate churches, or our aſſociated body, 
let us at the ſame time be firm in our attach- 
ment to Goſpel principles, and come toge- 
ther to ſtrengthen and animate each other, 
in our moſt holy faith.” Indifference, ſcep- 
ticiſm, and gracc/e/s candor, ſeem to me as 
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much at enmity with truth and holineſs, as 
the mad preſumption of Antinomian error, or 
the wild licentiouſneſs of modern manners. 
Indeed, the extremes of Rationaliſtis and 
Antinomians wonderfully meet: and whether 
by open attack, or ſecret ſap, are equally 
hoſtile to the e doctrine, and ſancti- 

fying Spirit of Chriſt. 
2. We are called upon to rive . by 
Prayer. Convinced of want and weakneſs, 
—of ſin and of danger; and apprehending 
the fullneſs of mercy and grace, which are 
treaſured up in Chriſt Jeſus, let us come 
lowly and boldly to the divine throne. 
: The connection between evangelic ſentiment, 
| and the exerciſe and enjoyment of prayer, 
both as a gift and as a grace, ſtrikes me very 
forcibly: and I am verily perſuaded, that in 
proportion as we flight or reject the principle, 
ſo do we neglect the practice, and loſe the 
benefit of faithful ſupplication. If I think 
lightly of fin, or degradingly of the Saviour, 
Thave nothing to excite contrition—nothing 
This is particularly nien by the Apoſtle, Rom. xv. 20. 
© Now I beſcech you Brethren, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 


e ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye ſtrive together 
with me in your prayers to God,” | 
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to churches, and larger ſocictics of profeſſed 
Chriſtians; and the ſpiritual declenſions of 


faſhions of the world—their want of order 
and mutual union, and their glaring negle&t 


warnings to us, Brethren; and they loudly 
call upon every friend to vital religion, 


earneſt, repeated prayer, for the Faith of 
the Goſpel. 


as for the ſucceſs of the Goſpel in our own 
country, and the ſpread of it in foreign lands. 


| plan; and I am happy to obſerve it has lately 
been adopted with great ardor, by many 


4 
to encourage hope; no wonder, then, that 
the world intrudes to bar me from fellow- 
ſhip with God ;—no wonder that my con- 
duct becomes remiſs, my love cold, and my 


zcal dead. The ſame reaſoning will apply 


ſuch as even partially renounce the faith of 
the Goſpel; their conformity to the corrupt 


of ſocial prayer :—theſe facts are awful 
to ſtand faſt in one Spirit, and to ſtrive by : 


Agrecably to this part of my ſubject, [ have 
to recommend to all my Brethren and friends, 
an explicit agreement in obſerving a monthly 
public exerciſe of prayer; as well for the 
revival of religion in our reſpective ſocieties, 


This is an important part of our intended 
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ſurrounding congregations. Nor can J avoid 


remarking, that amidſt the dark cloud of 
judgments which at preſent threaten us, 


this ſpirit of prayer, like a ray of light, 
breaks forth to relieve the gloom; and at 


once diſcovers both our danger and our re- 
medy. Surely it is ſome token for good; 
that the Lord has not totally forſaken us, 


but that we ſhall yet ſee and ONO: his 2 
5 kindneſs ; 


. Regular and frequent 8 pot as 


Chriſtians and as united churches ;—this 
ſeems to me to have the happieſt aſpect upon 
our comfort and our uſefulneſs. © Divide 

and conquer is a maxim well underſtood 
and too fatally adopted, both by the men 


of the world, and the great enemy of ſouls. 


It does in reality appear, that though pro- 


feſſing one common Lord, one ſcriptural way 


of Salvation, and one hope of future bleſſed- 


neſs; yet we have little, very little com- 


munion in the great things which belong to 
our mutual peace and proſperity. And the 


conſequences of ſuch diſunion are ſadly ap- 


parent:—laxity with reſpect to important 


truth, —loſs of Chriſtian friendſhip, —want 
of confirmation and encouragement,—the too 


much deſerved cenſure of the world, and the 


ences, and to the ſtate of your different 
churches, whether this be not the caſe? 
Surely then, it is high time to awake, and 
| arouſe, and beſtir ourſelves in the moment- 
ous affairs of God and of ſouls. And it 
does appear to me with great force, that 
we are now peculiarly called and encouraged, 
not to look every man at his own things, 


Single, and ſeparate from each other; un- 
connected by any avowed bond of affection 
or ſentiment; we are eaſily broken; our 


ciple, love, and exertion, how {ſtrong and 

effectual would the various churches of 
Chriſt appear! To this union then, I now 
earneſtly invite and preſs you all. | 
Our aſſociation is not political. The inten- 


not to indulge in ſecular diſcuſſions, to meddle 


E 


neglect of great opportunities for getting and 
for doing good. I appeal to your conſci- 


but at the things, the intereſt of others. 


wiſhed for order peace, and comfort, be- 
come every day more weak, expoſed, and 
endangered. But if explicitly united in prin- 


tion of our ſolemnly aſſembling together is, 


in the affairs of civil government, or to fo- 
ment the ſpirit of diſcontent and party. Far 


be all ſuch unworthy and pernicious objects 
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from our defires and purſuits! But though 
thus mi ſunderſtood and calumniated, let us not 


be diſcouraged ; while our deſign is ſincerely 


good, we muſt proceed in the uſe of appoint- 
ed means; and we have the beſt reaſon to 
expect, that God, and his As. will be 
with us. 

4th and laſtly. We mould ive MATER 
for the Faith of the Goſpel, by contributing 
our endeavours fo inſtructf the poor, eſpecially 


the young; to ſupport the preaching of 


faithful miniſters, in ſuch places as are de- 


ſtitute of evangelic inſtruction; and to pro- 
mote, if poſſible, the ſending of miſſion- 


aries into diſtant nations. Theſe are objects 


6 confeſſedly great and important. It is pleaſ- 
ing to ſee ſomething done in fo good a cauſe; 


and I hope and truſt, Chriſtians of all deno- 


minations, will unite more cordially and 


ſucceſsfully to carry it into effect.* But 
*The ſociety eſtabliſhed in Northamptonſhire, Birming- 


; ham, &c. for the ſpreading of the Goſpel among the Heathen, 
deſerves every encouragement. They have contributed with 


truly Chriſtian generoſity ; and from the miſhon ſent out 
by them to the Eaſt Indies, we may reaſonably expect 


that ſome important good will reſult. See the account 


publiſhed in the Baptiſt Regiſter, for 793. 
F 


here the miniſters of Chriſt muſt reſort to 
you, the people of our reſpective charges 


ſecute theſe noble undertakings. Worldly 
aſſociations are warmly and liberally ſup- 
ported; and ſchemes of profit, or of plea- 
ſure, call forth general exertion. Shall the 

| cauſe of God alone be neglected? Shall truth 
ſtill languiſh for want of friends? And can 


gether for the Faith of the Goſpel?—As 

therefore you value religion, in ſentiment or 
experience; as you feel the worth of im- 
mortal ſouls; as you wiſh well to your coun- 
try and the world; and as you regard the 


© ** rooted and grounded in the truth, of one 


and doctrine; ** That ye ſhine as lights in 
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for advice and encouragement. Lend us 
your aſſiſtance in heart and in hand, to pro- 


you ſuffer only your Miniſters to ſtrive to- 


glory of God our Saviour, let me beſeech 
you all to guard againſt a ſelfiſh, worldly, 
and indifferent ſpirit; and ſee to it as a mat- 
ter of infinite moment, that ye ſtand faſt, 


«c mind and heart * praying | earneſtly for N 


divine aid meeting together on allſuitable and 
allowed occaſions; and in temper, conduct, 


« the world, holding forth the word of lite.” 


bs 
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Thus have 1 attempted, as propoſed, to ex- 
plain and apply my text ;—ilt remains only, 


IV. To enforce attention to this intereſting 
ſubject, by ſuggeſting a few motives to 
WE" and unite us. 


The infinite worth ad importance of 


= Chitin Faith, powerfully addreſs both 


our reaſon and our affections, and urge us to 


give this our decided preference, and to em- 
ploy every mean for its ſupport and progreſs. 
Other ſyſtems have been invented, and are 
artfully, and too ſucceſsfully popagated. 
Let us oppoſe them not with intolerant rage, 
or perſecuting violence, but by the more 


certain and amiable influence, of ſteady con- 


: fidence in God, unaffected profeſſion of the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, and daily obedience to 
all its holy requirements, 


2. The deplorable ſtate of mankind, deſ- 


titute of religion, affectingly calls upon us, 


in this highly-fayored land, to ſtrive for more 
general good. Out of eight hundred mil- 


lions of ſouls, which is the ſuppoſed popu- 
lation of the world, it appears from ſurveys 
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lately made,* that four hundred and eighty- 
one millions are ſtill ſunk in total darkneſs, 
heatheniſm, and idolatry! Of the reſt, one 
hundred and forty millions are Mahometans ; 
nine millions Jews; and only one hundred 
and ſeventy millions are nominal Chriſtians! 
Of theſe latter, ninety millions are Papiſts, 
or Catholics; thirty millions Greeks and 
Armenians; and fifty millions only are called 
Proteſtants! But of this latter number, how 
few comparatively are alive to God: and 
how much do error, hypocriſy, and fin 
prevail, even among the moſt priviledged! 
Oh! when ſhall the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdoms of our Lord 
* and of his Chriſt!” When ſhall the know- 
ledge of ſalvation be univerſal, and all nations 
be bleſſed with the light and Power of the 
Goſpel! 

Brethren, the wretched condition of ſinners 
forcibly addreſſes all our nobleſt feelings, and 
Let me 32 Noni the Circular Letter lately 
Publiſhed by the WarwickoHIRE As$0CIATION, price 
Sixpence. This letter contains a more detailed account of 
ſome things glanced at above; and is a judicious and affec- 


tionate addreſs to the ſerious friends of evangelical religion. 
uy other countries follow their example! : 
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calls us to unite our prayers, our influence, 
and our utmoſt exertions to enlighten and re- 
form them: and remember, the only effectual 
inſtrument to be thus employed, is the Word 


and Goſpel of Chriſt. Science may expand 


the mind; arts and manufactures may pro- 
vide for preſent ſupport; commerce may 
enrich; and ſpreading humanity may libe- 


rate the enſlaved: but the Religion of Jeſus 


alone can ſave immortal {ouls. 
3. Another argument for religious union 


and activity, may be juſtly derived from 


our paſt neglects; our barrenneſs, diſunion, 


worldly-mindedneſs, and want of comfort, 
both as churches, and as individuals. And 


here I unfeignedly deſire to be humbled be 


fore God, under a ſenſe of my own omiſſions 


and defects; and I call upon my brethren in 
the miniſtry alſo to receive this meſſage of 


reproof and exhortation, May we not with 


too much reaſon ſay to our friends and peo- 
ple—“ Ye have made us keepers of your 
« vineyards, but our own vineyards have 
ve not kept.” How cold and wavering 
has our faith been i in that Goſpel which we 
profeſs to teach! How inordinately attached 
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to the preſent intereſts and enjoyments of 


_ ourſelves, our families, and the world! How 
formal, lifeleſs, and unoperative are our de- 


votional exerciſes! and how poor and un- 
ſteady our exertions for the honour of the 


Church of Chriſt, and for the ſalvation of 


immortal ſinners! Such reflections become 
us to indulge. May the conviction of paſt 
miſcarriages and neglect, equally humble us 
before God, and render us more watchful 
and zealous for the future! 


But does not ſimilar reproof and humi- 


liation belong to you, the hearers of our 
meſſage, and people of our charge? Are not 
ye alſo juſtly chargeable with neglect of God, 
carnality of mind, immoderate anxiety about 
the world, omiſſion of prayer, in ſecret and 
in your families, want of mutual love, and 
Toſs of zeal for the glory of the Redeemer, 
and the good of ſouls? Yes, I feel a per- 
ſuaſion, that you to whom I now addrels 
theſe hints are ready to confeſs, that in moſt 
or all of theſe reſpe&s ** there are fins with 


you againſt the Lord your God.” And let 
me farther aſk, Are you content and ſatisfied 


under ſuch convictions? Are you as happy 
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in your own ſouls, as orderly and comforta- 


ble in your houſes, as reſpectable in life, as 
you have been when it was otherwiſe in your 
conduct, or as you might be, if animated with 


more of the Spirit of the Goſpel? Iam well 
aſſured, religion, in all its experience and 


fruits, is favourable to the happineſs of every 
one; and I alſo know, that apoſtacy, folly, 


and indifference, are the greateſt foes of 


peace, proſperity, and comfort, How af- 


fectingly are theſe ſentiments illuſtrated by 
the preſent ſtate of our reſpective churches, 
and of our country! God has indeed a con- 


troverly with us; and war, and alarm, and 


public fears, are certain proofs, as well 8 
divine judgment, as of prevailing error and 
iniquity. But what is the actual ſtate of 


diſſenting churches? Is it not a glaring fact, 
that wherever the Faith of the Goſpel is 


ſlighted, where the members become worldly, 
and where church diſcipline is violated, there 
the glory is departed!” Yes, believe it, the 
pureſt and the ſtricteſt ſocieties, in doctrine 
and order, are the moſt flouriſhing and uſe- 
ful. Let us, therefore, Exhort one ano- 


* ther daily; and ſtrive to provoke unto love 
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* and to good works: for the day 1s far ſpent, 
„ and the night is at hand.” 
4. And to conclude the whole, the projpect 
of Succeſs is an encouragement to exert our- 
ſelves for mutual and public benefit. Though 


ve may not be able to compaſs all the objects 
here ſuggeſted, and though we may and muſt 


meet with many difficulties, yet if we truly 


engage, ſome good may be done;—and the 
very attempt is praiſe-worthy. Thus, while 
« we water others, we ſhall ourſelves be 


% watered,” refreſhed and enlivened: and 


every effort to explain and eſtabliſh truth, 
will be a certain mean of inſtruction and 
comfort to our own ſouls. Thus united in 


one profeſſion of evangelic ſentiment ; regu- 


larly engaging at the ſame time in the exerciſe 
of ſocial prayer and praiſe; and frequently 
_ aſſociating together for the more ſolemn and 
public ſervices of religion, and the aſſertion 
and defence of our common principles—I1 ſay, 
thus united and actuated, we ſhall ſee our 

hands mutually ſtrengthened, our reſpective. 

Churches and Socicties drawn into cloſer 


bonds of Chriſtian friendſhip, and the faith 
of the Goſpel more extenſively imparted. 
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But may I not alſo juſtly argue the certain 
proſpect of ſucceſs from the promiſes of the 
Divine Word, illuſtrated as at this time, 
by the opening providence of God? Yes, 
' Chriſtians, the kingdom of our Lord ſhall 
come. The Sun of Righteouſneſs is even 
now riſing in his brightneſs. The thick, _ 
dark ſhade of Heatheniſm feels the power 
of his rays. Africans and Hindoos receive 
the word with gladneſs. Popith uſurpations 
over conſcience are remarkably curtailed ; | 
and Antichriſt, in every place, trembles. 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
a ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye 
© know that your labour is not in vain in the 


Lord. 
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HOLY FORTITUDE. 


AM 1 a Soldier of the Croſs, 
A follower of the Lamb, 


And ſhall I fear to own his cauſe, 


Or bluſh to ſpeak his name? 


Muſt . be carried to the Skies, 
On flowery beds of caſe, 

While others fought to win the prize, 
And ſail'd thro! bloody ſeas? 


Are there no foes for me to face? 
Muſt I not ſtem the flood? 
Is this vile world a friend to Grace, 


To help me on to God? 


Sure 1 muſt fight, if I would reign, 
Increaſe my courage Lord! 


I'll bear the toil, enduxe the pain, 


Supported by thy Werd. 


Thy Saints, in all this glorious war, 
Shall conquer tho? they die; 

They ſee the triumph from afar, 
And ſeize it with their eye. 


When that illuſtrious day ſhall riſe, 
And all thy Armies ſhine | 


In robes of Victory thro' the ſkies, 


The Glory ſhall be thine. 
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